CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

apocryphal, partly canonical, together with
a hazy idea of the fundamental dogmas.
Thus the influence of Christianity upon him
was entirely indirect. The Muhammedan
movement at its outset was influenced not
by the real Christianity of the time but by
a Christianity which Muhammed criticised
in certain details and forced into harmony
with his preconceived ideas. His imagina-
tion was profoundly impressed by the
existence of Christianity as a revealed
religion with a founder of its own. Certain
features of Christianity and of Judaism,
prayer, purification, solemn festivals, scrip-
tures, prophets and so forth were regarded
by him as essential to any religious com-
munity, because they happened to belong
both to Judaism and to Christianity. He
therefore adopted or wished to adopt these
institutions.

During the period of his life at Medina,
Muhammed abandoned his original idea of
preaching the doctrines which Moses and
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